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were taken by the Iroquois, he would not feel a very
great repugnance if they had him stripped naked,
' * No,'' he answered me, [82] '' for it would be the will
of God; and then I should not think of myself, but
of God." Being asked whether he had not a horror
of the fire, " I would fear it," he said, " if I contem-
plated my weakness; for the sting of a fly would be
able to vex my patience. But I hope that God will
always assist me, and, aided by his grace, I no more
fear the terrible torments of the fire than the prick-
ing of a pin."

I would never be at an end of perusing the virtues
which were in him. I may say, with truth, that I have
material for composing a whole biography of them,—
which would be full of the glorious illuminations
which he had in the ways of holiness; of the favors
of God toward him, which were extraordinary; and
of the continual fidelity with which he responded to
those favors, as well in little things as In great ones,
for he esteemed nothing little in the service of God.

His poverty was so destitute that he had not even
a single medal, nor anything at all in this world of
which he desired to have the use, unless for neces-
sity alone. In the year 1637, our Lord showed him
a superb Palace, richly [83] built, in beauties incon-
ceivable, and in so many and such surprising varieties,
that he was quite ravished out of himself, and could
not comprehend even his own feelings. As this
Palace was empty,—there being no one in it,—it
was given him to understand that it was prepared
for those who should dwell in poor cabins, and who
had condemned themselves to these for the love of
God; this greatly consoled him.

His chastity was proof; and in that matter his eyes


